In the vast field of research connected with Judicial Psychology, there is no question of more importance in a metaphysical as well as in a medico-legal point of view than that which forms the subject of the present inquiry. Human The greater part, however, of these cases were convalescent in the course of the eight days that intervened between the full and change of the moon; but during the remaining months of his stay in that district, the diseases previously mentioned increased to almost double their extent at every full and change of the moon, falling down again to their former standard during the eight days which intervened between these two periods. With regard to small-pox occurring in India, Dr. Balfour expresses himself as perfectly satisfied that the full and change of the moon interfered with, the eruption, and increased the accompanying fever to a dangerous degree.
The influence of the moon on the functions of life has been made the subject of observation and speculation in every part of India. The physiological and pathological effects of lunar light have been universally acknowledged by all medical men practising in tropical climates. The natives of India are taught to believe in lunar influence from early infancy. In the northern latitudes the effect of the moon's rays are said to be less sen-, sibly felt than in India. In the latter country, those suffering from attacks of intermittent fever are often able to predict, by watching the phases of the moon, the accession of the disease.
Balfour maintains, that the fact of diseases appearing during every day of the month is no legitimate argument against lunar influence.
" Tlie human body,"^ lie says, " is subject to alterations from a thousand external physical circumstances as well as from many internal moral affections. These lay the foundation of disease at every period of life, but they do not overthrow the evidence of lunar influence, although they are apt to mislead with regard to effects that depend 011 that alone.
The human body is affected in a remarkable manner by the changes of the moon. I am perfectly convinced, although I cannot constantly pretend to see the operation of the general law, nor to account at all times for its perturbation, and stools ; and cleaner, moister, and softer tongue, with a more free and natural discharge of saliva, a more loose and copious expectoration, and a free discbarge of bile, which seems to disappear and be suppressed in the course of the fever," &c. agree in thinking that an attention to the power of the moon is highly necessary to the medical practitioner in India. [To he continued.)
